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Wen Belinda, tuos td capilles; "ol 
Sed Juvat hoc ho me N tuts. 


CANTO Lf 


; W HAT dire offence from amorous cauſes 4prings, 4 
| What mighty contefts riſe from trivial things, > I 
I ſing--This vetſe to CARYL, Mufe ! is due 25 * by 
This ev'n Belinda may vouchſafe to view: IM 
Slight is the ſubject, but not ſo the praiſe, 
11 ſhe inſpire, and he approve my lays. e 
Say what firange \motive, Goddeſs ! ' could counts 5 


Axvell bred Lord eaflault a gentle belle ?: 


? 4 


3 what fringe cauſe, yet ecru. 1 
N 8 2 | | | Wh & © £4 | 9 BN 
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Could mk; a la belle reieA a lord? 10 

In talks ſo bold, can little men engage, 

And in loft boſoms dwells ſuch mighty rage ? 
So! thro' white curtains ſhot a tim rous ray, 


"Kod! op'd thoſe eyes that muſt eclipſe the day : 


| Now lap-dogs give themſelves the rouſing ſhake, 15 


| And lleepleſs lovers, Juft at twelve, awake: IN 
Thrice rung the bell, the flipper knock'd the ground- 
And the prefs'd watch return'd afilver ſound. 

Belinda ſtill her downy pillow preſt, 

Her guardian SYLPH prolong'd the balmy ref : 20 
LE was he had ſummon'd to her filent bed 

Ihe morning dream that hover d oer her hed 
AYouth more glitt'ring than a birth-night beau, 
(That evn in flumber caus'd her cheek to glow) 


Seem'd to her ear his winning lips to lay, 25 


1 thus in wiſpers ſaid, or ſeem'd to ſay. 


F aireſt of mortals, thaw diſtinguſh d care 
ot thouſand bright inhabitants of ar! 2 FOE 


2 
If e er one viſion touch chy infant thought, „ 
Of all the nurſe and all the Prieſt we taught PS. 
a Of airy elves by moonlight ſhadows ſeen, 
The ſilver token, and the circle green. er 


Or virgins viſited by Angel pow rs, 


With golden crowns and wreaths of heav "ly flow' rs; 'Y 
Here and believe! thy own importance know, 35 ö 
Nor bound thy narrow views to things below. 
Some ſecret truths, from learned pride conceal d, 
To maids alone and children are reveal'd: Ki 304 
What tho' no credit doubting wits may give Pl ; : 
The fair and innocent ſhall flill believe. 1 
Know then unnumber'd Spirits round thee fly, ak 
; I be light Militia of the lower fly: ; 
Theſe, tho' unſeen, are ever on the wing, ö 1 
Hang o er the Box, and hover round the Ring. | I 
Think what an equipage thou haſt in air 5 
And view with ſcorn two Pages and a chair. RO | 
; As now your own, out beings were of old, 55 xj 


66 * 
And once inclos'd in woman's beauteous mould; 


1 5 © "Thenos by a ſoft tranſition, we repair 
From carthly vehieles to theſe of air. 50 


Think not, when woman's: tranſient, breath is fled, 
That all her vanities at once are dead; hs 


. Succeeding vanities ſhe ſtill regards, 
| And tho'ſhe-plays no more, o'erlooks the cards. 


3 Her } joy in guilded chariots, when alive, 55 


5 And love of ombre, after death ſurvive. 
For when the fair in all their: pride expire, 


1 To their firſt elements their ſouls retire - 


The ſprites of fiery. termagants in flame 
Mount up and take a Salamander's name. | 60 
755 Soft yielding minds to water glide away, 
And fip, wich nymphs, theirielemental Tea, 
The graver prude finks downward:to a Gnome, 
: In ſcearch of miſchief ſtill on earth to roam. 

H The ligbt eoquettes 1n'Sylphs aloft repair, 

-— 3 Hutter in the fields of air. 


— ” - 


10 70. R 
Know- farther yet: hoe ver brig and. clad: 
Wy Rejects mankind, is by ſome, ſylph.embrae'd: . 
| For ſpirits, freed: from mortal laws, with. 8 
Aſſume what ſexes and what ſhapes. they pleaſe. 
What guards the purity: of melting maids, 931 
In courtly balls, and midnight maſquerades, 1 
Safe from the treach'rous friend, the daring ſpark, 
The glance by day, the. whiſper in the dark, 
When kind occaſion. prompts. their warm deſires, 7 15. 
When muſic ſoftens, and when dancing. hres : . 
Tis but their Sy lph, the.wiſe celeſtials known, 
Tho' honour is the word with men below. | 9 
Some nymphs there are, too conſcious of their face, 
For life predeſtin'd to the Gnomes embrace. 8 go. 
Theſe ſwell their proſpects and exalt their pride, 
Whenoffers are diſdain d, and love deny'd: 
Then gay ideas croud the vacant brain, 'F 
While peers, and-dukes, and all their foreeping train, 
And garters, ſtars, and. coronets appears, id 7 85 1 


— 


3 And TY ok md your GRACE falutes cher? ear. 
FE. 'Fis theſe chat early taint the female Ru {ary 


* 1 ISftrudt the eyes of young Cequettes to roll, 
5 Teach infant cheeks a bidden bluſh to know, 
| | And little hearts to flutter at a Beau. 90 
| F Oſt when the world i imagine women ſtray, 
E The Sylphs thro' myſtic mazes guide their way, 
3 Thro' all the giddy circle they purſue, 
A And old impertinence expell by new. 
RF What tender maid but muſt a victim fall 95 
I . 70 one man's treat, but for another's ball » 
| . ; When Florio ſpeaks, what virgin could withſtand, 
: If gentle Damon did not ſqueeze her hand p 
: With varying vanities, from ev ry part, ; 
They ſhift the moving toy ſhop of their heart; 100 
Where wigs with wigs, with ſword-knots ſword- 

- | knots five, | 
Beaux baniſh beaux, and coaches coaches drive. 
- This erring mortals levity ny call, $479 C11 A . 
ERA oh 9 


on Blind to truth ! ! the 3 ive At ell. _ — = 
- Awatchful ſprite, and Ariel-1 is my r name. N — 15 


In the clear mirror of thy ruling Star a 5 


I faw, alas! ſome dread exent impend, 5 7 2 


But heav'n reveals not what, or r how, or. where : : 


But all the Viſion vaniſh 'd from thy head, 


by l ? 2 
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Of theſe am I, who thy protection claim, : 8 8 105 | 


— Fn * 


Late, as I rang d che cryflal, wilds of air. 


Ere to the main this morning ſun defend, 7 10 | 


3 


Warn'd by the Sylph, oh pious maid, beware! 


* ry * 


This to diſcloſe is all thy guardian can: a 
Beware of all, but moſt beware of nar? 


He laid: when Shooks who thought ſhe fept too 


long, YT 115 
Leap'd up, and wak'd 1 miſtreſs with his tongue. . SE. 


Twas then, Belinda. it report ſay true, 


I hy eyes firſt open d on a Billet. doux; | 


Woands, charms, and Ardous, were no ſooner read, 1 


. 4 
* + — Ta 1 f 
120 : 
k — 4 | 
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And now unveil'd, the Toilet lands  diſplay'd, | 
B Each. 


ST; 

F” each filver Vaſe i in myſtic order wid: 

Firſt, rob d in white, the N ymph intent es, 
With head uncover d, the coſmetic pow rs, 

> A heay 'nly image in the glaſs appears, 1825 
To that ſhe bends, to that her eyes ſhe rears; [ry 


_ 


IT u' inferior prieftebs, at her altar's fide, 
1 Trembling begins the ſacred rites of pride. 


Unnumber d treaſures ope at once, and here 
The various off rings of the world appear; 130 
From each ſhe nicely culls with curious toil, 
And decks the Goddeſs with the glitt'ring ſpoil. 
This caſket India's glowing gems unlocks, 
And all Arabia breaths from yonder box. . 
. The tortoiſe here and elephant unite, 8 135 
Transform'd to combs, the ſpeckled, and the white. 
Here files of pins extend their ſkining rows, 
Puffs, Powders, Patches, Bibles, Billet doux. 
5 Now awful beauty puts on all its arms; 
. The fair each moment rifes in her charms, | 140 
=» | Ns Repairs 


r 
Repairs her ſmiles, awakens eviry grace, 
And calls forth all the wonders of her face; 


— —_— 


Sees by degrees a purer bluſh ariſe, 

And keener lightnings quicken in her eyes: 
The buſy Sylphs ſurround their darling care, 145 
| Theſe ſet the head, and thoſe divide the hair, 
Some fold the ſleeve, whilſt-others plait the gon; 
And Betty's prais'd for labours not her own. 


RAP E of the LOCK. 


CANTO H. 


N or with more slories, in th echeriak n, 


The ſun firſt riſes Oer the l mainz - 
1 3 2 "2 


(om )- 

Than, iſſuing forth, the rival of his beams. 

| Launch d on the boſom ofthe ſilver thames, 

* air Nymphs, and vell-dreſt Youths around her 

_ thone, hes 4 

ut ev'ry eye was fix d on her alone. | | | 
On her white breaſt a ſparkling croſs ſhe wore;. 

Which'Jews might kiſs, and infidels adore. 

Her lively looks a ſprightly wit ce, 

Quick as her eyes, and as unfix'd as thoſe :: 10 
Favours to none, to all fhe ſmiles extends; 

Oft ſhe rejects, but never once offends. 

Bright as the ſun, her eyes the gazers ſlrike, 

And, like the ſun, they ſhine on all alike. 

Yet graceful caſe, and ſweetneſs. void of pride 13 
Might hide her ſaults, if Belles had faults to hide: 

If to her ſhare ſome female errors fall, 

5 Look on her face add you'll forget d em all, 

This Nymph, to the deſtruction of mankind, 


Nouriſh'd two Locks, which grace fulhung behind 20 
. By In 


I 1 
In equal cad and well conſpir'd to deck 


With ſhining ringlets the ſmooth iv'ry nec: 

Love in theſe laby rinths his ſlaves detains, 

And mighty hearts are held in flender chains. 
Wich hairy ſpringes we the birds betray, 223 

Slight lines of hair ſurprize the finney prey. | 

Fair treſſes man's imperial race inſnare, 

And "IN draws us with a ingle hair. 


h' advent rous Baron the bright locks admir'd; 5 


He ſaw, he wiſh'd, and to the prize aſpir* * 30 'Y 


| Reſolv'd to win, he meditates the way, 

By force to raviſn, or by fraud betray 1 

For when ſucceſs a Lover's toil attends, | 

Few aſk, if fraud or foree attain d his ends, ; 77 
For this, or Phoebus roſe, he had implor'd ___ 

Propitious heav'n; and ev ry pow'r ador' ". 7 2 

But chiefly Love. to love an Altar built. 

Ol twelve vaſt F rench Romances, neatly gilt. 


There lay three garters, half a pair of gloves : f 


* „ + * —— 4 . ot cnn I 


3 * i 14 1 

fy And all the trophies of his former loves; 
With tender billet- doux he lights the py re, 

And breathes three am'rous ſighs to raiſe the fire. 

| Then proſtrate falls, and begs with Gs eyes 
Soon to obtain and long poſſeſs the prize: : 

5 The pow'r gave ear, and granted half his pray'r, 45 
1 The reſt, the winds diſpers'd in empty air, 
But now ſecure the painted veſſel glides, 

The ſun-beams trembling on the floating tides : 
While melting muſie ſteals upon the ſky, 

And ſoſten'd ſounds along the waters die; 50 
| Smooth flow the waves, the zephyrs gently play, 
Belinda ſwil'd, and all the world was gay. 

All but the Sylph---with careful thoughts oppreſt, 
Th' impending woe fat heavy on his breaſt, 

He ſummons ſtrait his denizens of air ; | : 55 
The lucid ſquadrons round the ſails repair: 

i Soft 0 er the ſhrouds aerial whiſpers breathe, 

That ſcem'd but zephyrs to the train beneath, 


* 


Wo. SM, Some 


( 15 ) 
Some to the fan their inſect· wings unfold, 


Waft on the breeze, or ſink in clouds of gold ; 60 
Tranſarent forms, too ſine for mortal light, | J 
Their fluid bodies half diffoly'd in light. 
Looſe to the wind their airy garments flew, - " 
" Thin glittringtektures'ofthe filmy dW |. - 
Dipt in the richeſt tinQure of the ſkies, | 
Where light diſports in ever · mingling dyes; 
While ev'ry beam ne tranſient colours flings, 
Colours that change whene er they wave their wings. 
Amid the circle on the gilded malt, 
| Superior by the head, was Ariel plac'd : 8 70 
His purple pinious op'ning to the ſun, = 
He rais'd his azure wand, and thus begun. 
Ye Sylphs and Sylphids, to your chief give car, 
Fays, Fairies, Genii, Elves, and Demons hear! 
Ye know the ſpheres, and various taſks aſſign d 75 | 


— 


By laws enternal to th' aerial kind. 2 


= 
Some in the fields of ah Acther 2 


( 10 ) | 
And bak and whiten 1n the blaze of day. 1 ok 
home guide the courſe of wand ring orbs on high, | 
Or roll the planets thro! the boundleſs fry. 80 


Some leſs refin d, beneath the moon's pale light 

' Purſue the lars that ſhoot athwart the night, 

Or ſuck the miſts in groſſer air below, 

| Or dip their pinions in the painted bow, 

Or brew fierce tempeſts on the wintry main, 85 

Or oer the glebe diſtil the kindly rain. 

Orhers on earth oer human race preſide, 

Watch all their ways, and all their actions guide : 

Of theſe the chief the care ot N ations own, | 

And guard with Arms divine the Britiſh Throne. 90 
Our humble province is to tend the Fair, an) 

Not a leſs pleaſing, cho leſs glorious care; 

To fave the powder from too rude a gale, 

# Nor let th impriſon'd eſſences exhale ; 


To draw freſh colours from the vernal flow'rs-: 95 


To fel from Rainbows c'er they drop in ſhow's 
A A brighter 


(/19,Y 

A brighter waſh! to curl their weaving hatrs, | 

Affiſt their bluſhes; and inſpire their airs; 

_ Nay, oft in dreams, invention we beſtow, 

To change a Flounce, or add a furbelow. 100 
This day, black Omens threat the brighteſt fair 

That e'er deſerv'd a watchful ſpirit's care; 

Some dire diſaſter, or by force, or ſlight ; | 

But what, or where, the:fates have wrapt in night. 

Whether the nymph ſhall break Diana's law, 105 

Or ſome frail China Jar receive a flaw; 

Or ſtain her honour, or her new brocade; 

Forget her pray s, or miſs a maſqurade ! 

Or loſe her heart, or necklace, at a ball ; 

Or whether heav'n has doom' d that ſhock muſt fall. 

Haſte then, ye ſpirits! to your charge repair: 111 

The fluttering fan be Zephyretta's care; 

The drops to thee, Brillante, we conſign; | 

And, Momentilla, let the watch be thine ; | 

Do thou, Criſpiſſa, tend.her.fav'rite Lock; ; 115 


0 | | Arie! 


— 6 | $5, 
Ariel himſelf ſhall be the guard of Shock. 
To fifty choſen Sylphs, of ſpecial note, 


We truſt th important charge, the petticoat: 


Oft have we known that ſeven- fold fence to fail, 


Tho' ſtiff with hoops, and arm'd with ribs of whale; 


* 


Form a firong line about the filver bound, 121 


And guard the wide circumference around. 
Whatever ſpirit, careleſs of his charge, 


His poſt neglects, or leaves the Fair at large, 


— 


Shall feel ſharp vengeance ſoon o'ertake his fins, 125 
he ſtop'd in vials, or tranfix'd with pins; 
| 4 Or plung'd in lakes of bitter waſhes lie, 


Or wedg'd whole ages in a bodkin's eye : 


1 Gums and Pomatums ſhall his flight reſtrain, 
While clog'd he beats his ſilken wings in vain: 130 
Or Alum ſtyptics with contracting pow'r 


Shrink his thin eſſence like a rivel'd flow'r: 


Or, as Ixion fix'd, the wretch ſhall feel 


= The giddy motion of the whirling Mill, 


In 


| 4-19 \ ): 
In fumes of burning Chocolate ſhall glow, 


And tremble at the fea that ſroths below! 
He ſpoke ; the ſpirits from the ſails deſcend ; 
Some, orbin orb, around the nymph extend - 


Some thrid the mazy ringlets of her hair , 


Some hang upon the pendents of her ear; 140 
With beating hearts the dire event they wait, 
Anxious, and trembling for the birth of Fate. 


1 


RAPE of the LO C k. 


| CANTO III. 
R by thoſe meads, for ever crown'd with : 
flow'rs, OY 


Where Thames with pride er his riſing tow'rs; Þ} 
C 2 | There | | 
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Thiere hands ces frame, r 1.24600 

5 Which from thenerghb'ring: Hampton takes its name. ; | 

* Here Bfitairis flateſinen oft the fall ſoredom 5 

5 Of foreign tyrants; and of nymphs at home. 

Heere chou, great Anna ! 'whom three realms obey, 

Vol ſometimes counſel take---and ſometimes: tea. 
Hither the Heroes and the nymphs reſort, 

To dtaſte a while the pleaſures of a court; 10 

E In various talk th" inſtructive hours they paſt. 

: Who gave the ball, or paid the viſit laſt;; 

| | One ſpeaks the glory of the Britiſh Queen, 


And one deſcribes a charming Indian ſereen; 8 


A dhird interpret motion, looks, and er 15 
At ev'ty word a reputation dies. 
Snuff, or the fan, ſupply each pauſe of chat, 
With ſinging, laughing, ogling, and all that, 

Mean while declining from the-noon of day, 


— Ot, 
4 


The ſun obliquely ſhoots his burning ray; 20 
1 The hupgry Judges ſoon the ſentence ſign, os 
—_ WM And 


| 4 4 i | bs . 3 1 _ 
* = : l 


7 F 


ö l 
Na a chat Jury: men may dine; _ 
'The merchant from thi Exchange returns his Peace, 
And the long, labours of the Toilette ceaſe. 


Belinda now whom thirſt-of fame invites, _— 
Burns to encounter two advent rous Knights, 
At Ombre ſingly to decide their doom; 


And ſwells her breaſt with conqueſts yet to come. 


Strait the three bands prepare in arms to join, 


Each band the number of the ſacred nine. 30 
Soon as ſhe ſpreads her hand, th aerial guard 
0 Deſcend, and ſit on each important card: 
Firſt Ariel perch'd upon a Matadore, 
Then each according to the rank they bore ; J 
For Sylphs yet mindſul of their ancient race, 38 4 
Are, as when women;. wond'rous fond of place. Ee 4 
| Behold, four Kings in majeſty rever. 
With hoary whiſkers anda ſorky beard; 
| And four fair queens whoſe hands ſuſtain a dor, Rp 
Ti expreſſive, emblem ol their ſofter pow i 40 K 9 


Fout 


| Caps on their heads, and halberts i in their kane; 


7532 . : * 22 } | | | "Mp | 


Four knaves i in garbs ſ accin&, a ruſty badi 


And parti colour d troops, a ſhining train, 


XI 
Draw. forth to combat on the velvet plain. 


The kilful Nymph reviews her force with care: 


5 Let Spades be trumps! ſhe ſaid, and trumps they were 


Now move to war her ſable Matadores, 


In ſhow like leaders of the ſwarthy Moors. 
Spadillio firſt, unconquerable Lord! 
Led off two captive trumps, and ſwept the board, 50 


” 


As many more Manillio fore'd to yield, 


And march'd a Victor from the verdant field, 


Him Baſto follow d, but iis fate more Bürd 


Gain'd but one trump and one Plebeian card, 


With his broad ſaber next, a chief in years, — 4" 


„ : The hoary Majeſty of Spades appears, 
| Puts forth one manly leg, to ſight reveal'd, 
3 The reſt his many colour d robe conceal d. 
'Þ © The rebel Knave, who dares his prince engage, 
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5 „ 
Proves the juſt victim of his royal rage. 60 
Ev'n mighty Pam, that Kings and Queens o'ert hrew 
And mow'd down armies in the fights of Lu. 
Sad chance of war! now deſtitute of aid, | 
Falls undiſtinguiſh d by the victor Spade ! ' | 
Thus far both armies to Belinda yield; 65 
Now to the Baron fate inclines the field. 


His warlike Amazon her hoſt invades, 
Th' imperial conſort of the crown of ſpades. 
The Club's black Tyrant firſt her victim dy'd, 


. Spite of his haughty mien, and barb'rous pride: 70 
What boots the regal circle on his head, 
His giant limbs, 1n ſlate unwieldy ſpread ; 
That long behind he trails his pompous robe, | 
And, of all monarchs only, gralps the 1 5 
The Baron now his Diamonds pours apace; 7 . 4 
Th' embroider d King who ſhews but half his face, | 
And his refulgent queen, with pow'rs combin'd | 


Of broken troops an eaſy conqueſt find. 


1 
* * 
. 


2 N of 
_ 
8 1 * 


5 = 
1 


wh. vis 
chu Diamonds, Hearts, in wild difordet feen, 


Wich throngs promi ſeuous firow: the level green. 80 


Thus when diſpers d a routed army runs, 
Of Aſia 8 troops, and Afric's fable ſons, 
With like confuſion different nations fly, : 


of. various habit, and of various dye, 

The pierc d battallions diſunited fall, 85 
In heaps on heaps ; one fate o'erwhelms them all. 
The Knave of Diamonds tries his wily arts, 


And wins (oh frameful chance) the queen of hearts, 
Al this, the blood the virgin's cheek foreſook, 

A livid paleneſs ſpreads o'er all her look ; 90 

She ſees, and trembles at th' approaching ill, 


Juſt in the jaws of ruin, and Codille, 


| And now, (as oft in ſome diſtemper'd State) 
On one nice trick depends the gen'ral-fate, 
| = An' Ace of hearts ſteps forth; the King unſeen 95 
Lurk di in ber hand, and mourn'@his captive queen: 5 


ne ſprings to vengeance with an cager 88 


And 


% 


25 
And falls like thunider on the profit Ace. 


> 


The nymph exulting fills with ſhouts the ky; , 
The walls, the woods, and long canals reply. 100 
O thoughtleſs mortals! ever blind to "Me, 
Too ſoon dejected. and too ſoon elate. 
Sudden, theſe honours ſhall be ſnatch d away, 
And curs'd for ever this victorious day. 
For lo! the board with cups and ſpoonsis e crown d, 105 


The berries crack le, wal the mill turns round : 106 


on ſhining altars of Japan they raiſe 
The ſilver lamp; the fiery ſpirits blaze: c | 
From ſilver ſpouts the grateful liquors glide, 


While China's earth receives the ſmoaking tide : 110 
At once they gratify their ſcent and taſte, 
And frequent cups prolong the rich repaſt, 
Strait hover round the Fair her airy band; 5 


Some, as ſhe Gop' d, the fuming liquor fann d, 
Some. ↄ er her lap their careful plumes Sie 14 "4 
T rembling, and conſcious of the rich brocade, 


D 


2 | . ” 4 Fw, * | 


Coffee which makes the iildician wiſe, 


And tee thro' all things. with his half ſhuteyes) 

| | Sent up in vapours to the Baron $ brain 

| ; New firatagems, the rediant Lock to gain, | 120 
| Ah ceaſe, raſh youth! deſiſt ere'tis too late. s 

: fear i the juſt Gods, and think of Scylla's Fate ! 

2 + mls to a bird, and ſent to flit in air, 


She dearly pays for Niſus' i injur d hair; 

ll But when to Miſchief mortals bend their will, 125 
l How ſoon they find fit inſtruments 1 
Juſt then. Chariſſa drew with tempting grace 

I} . A two edg d weapon from her ſhining caſe : 

80 ladies i in Romance aſſiſt their Knight, 

1 Preſent the ſpear, and arm him for the fight. 130 
: He takes the gift with rev rence, and extends | 


The little engine on his finger's ends; 

| | | I T his juſt behind Belinda' s neck he fpread, 

: As Oer the fragrant ſteams ſhe bends her head, 
* Suit to the Lock a thouſand Sprites repair, 135 
| A thouſand 


( 27 1 os 0 
A A oed wings, by turns, blow back the hair ; - — 
Aud thrice tbey twitch d the Diamond i in ber cat; : 

I Thrice ſhelook'd back . and thrice the foe drew near. | 

Juſt in that inſtant, anxious Ariel ſought | WE . 
The cloſe receſſes of the Virgin' 8 thought ; 140 1 
As on the noſegay i in her breaſt reclin' d, = 

| He watch'd th ideas riſing in her mind, ; 
Sudden he view'd, in ſpite of all her art, 

An earthly Lover lurking at her heart. | 
Amaz'd, confus'd, he found his pow'r-expir'd, 146 
Refign'd to fate, and with a ſight retir d. 7 


The Peer naw fprevde Hegi eg Borte wits: 
T incloſe the Lock; now joins it, to divide. 5 
Ev'n then, before the fatal engine clos d, 5 2 
A wretched Sylph too fondly interpos'd 9 150 - 
Fate urg'd the ſheers, and cut the ſylph in twain, | 
(But airy ſubſtance ſoon unites again) | 
The meeting points the ſacred hair diſſever : 
From the fair head for ever, and for ever! . 
Then flaſh'd the living light ning from her eye, 


1 * 
And ſcreams of horror rend th affrighted ſkies: 
Not louder ſhrieks to pitying heav'n are caſt, 
When huſbands, or when lap-dogs breath their laſt ; 
'Or when rich China veſſels fall'n from high, 
In glitt ring duſt, and painted fragments lie! 160 


Let wreaths of Triumph now my temples twine, 
(The Victor cry'd) the glorious prize is mine ! 
- While fiſh in ſtreams, or birds delight in air, 


Or in a coach and fix the Britiſh Fair, 


. long as Atalantis ſhall be read, 2635 
Or the ſmall pillow grace a Lady's bed, 
© While viſits {hall be paid on ſolemn days, 
When num'rous wax lights in bright order blaze, 
While aymphs take treats, or aſſignations give, 
SO long my honour, name, and praiſe ſhall live! 770 


What time would ſpare, from Steel receives its date, 


And monuments like men fubmit to fate! 
Steel could he labour of the Gods deſtroy, 
And ſtrike to duſt th imperial tow'rs of Troy ; 1 


— — — 


stee! 


29 
Steel could the bs of mortal pride confound, 175. 


L 


And bow triumphal arches to the ground. 
What wonder then fair nymph! thy hairs ſhould feel 


The conqu'ring force of unreſiſted ſteel? 
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UT anxious cares the penſive nymph oppreſi d. 


And ſecret paſſions labou's in her breaſt. 
Not youthful kings in battle ſeiz'd alive, 
Not ſcornful virgins who their charms ſurvive, 
Not ardent lovers robb'd of all their bliſs, 
| Not ancient ladies when refus'd a kiſs, | 
Not tyrants fierce that unrepenting die, 
Not Cynthia when her manteau's pi d awry, 

D 3 


8 In ( 90 

5 E er felt ſuch't rage, reſentment, and deſpair, 

| As thou, ſad Virgin! for thy raviſh'd lb 
So For, that ſad moment, when the Sylphs withdrew, 


And Ariel weeping from Belinda flew, 

® Umbriel, a duſky, melancholy ſprite, 

As ever ſully'd the fair face of light, 

- Down to the central earth, his proper ſcene, 15 

Repair'd to ſearch the gloomy Cave of Spleen, 5 

Swift on bis ſooty pinions flits the Gnome, 

Andi in a vapour reach d the diſmal dome. 

; No cheerful breeze this fullen region knows, 

| The dreaded Eaſt is all the wind that blows. 20 

Here in a grotto, ſhelter'd cloſe from air, | 

2 i And ſcreen'd in ſhades from day's deteſted glare, 

* She ſighs for ever on her penſive bed, : | 

F Pain at her ſide, and Megrim at her head, 24 
'T wo handmaids wait the throne : ; alike in place, 7 

But diff ring far in figure and in face. 

Here Rood IE nature like an ancient maid, 


Her wrinkled ben in YN * white array d] ; 
| With ſtore of pray rs, for mornings, nights, and noons, 
| Her hand is fill'd! her boſom with lampoons. 85 38 | 
There Affectation with a ſickly mien, | 
Shwos in her cheek the roſes of eighteen, _ | 
Practis d to liſp, and hang the head aſide, 
Faints into airs, and languiſhes with pride, 8 
On the rich quilt ſinks with becoming woe, 35 =; 
Wrapt in a gown, for ſickneſs, ang for ſhow. 4 
The fair-ones feel ſuch maladies as thele, SY 
When each new night. dreſs gives a new diſcaſe, 
A conſtant Vapour o'er the palace flies: 
Strange phantoms riſing as the miſts ariſe ; 2950 40 
Dreadful, as hermits dreams in haunted ſhades, 


7 . 


Or bright, as viſions of expiring maids. 


Now glaring bendeg and ſnakes on rolling n | I 
Pale ſpettres 5, gaping tombs, and purple fires ; ; A» 


Now lakes of liquid gold, Elyſian ſcenes. 8 B by. 
And n domes, and Angels in machins. —— 
Venanberg 


OSS. ( 32 N 
| 07 Unnumber'd throngs, on ey Ty fide are ſeen, _ 


i nn living Tea Pots ſtand, one arm held out, 

5 One bent; the bandle this, and that the * 5 
A Pipkin there, like Homer' 8 Tripod walks; 

Here ſighs a Jar, and there a Gooſe-pye talks; ˖ 
Men prove with child, as pow "ful fancy works, 
And maids turn'd bottles, call aloud for corks. 
Safe paſl the Gnome thro” this fantaſtic band, 
A branch of healing Spleenwgrt i in his hand. 


Who rule the ſex to fifty from ſtegn: - 
Parent of vapours and of famale wit, 
Who give th' byNteric, or poetic fit, 

On various tempers at by various ways, 


| Make ſome take phy ſic, others ſcrible plays; 1 | 
Who cauſe the proud their viſits | to delay, us 


And ſend the godly i in a pet to pray. 
„ A nywph there 3 is, that all thy pow'r diſdains, 


Of bodies changed to various ſorms by ſpleen. 


yz 4 


50 


"38; 


Then thus addreſs'd the pow 'r--Hail, wayward On 


6a;-- 


p66 - aa . 39 FT 
And thouſands more in equal mirth maintains, 75 
x But oh! it cer thy Gnome could ſpoil a grace, 1 | 
Or raiſe a pimple,on a beauteous face, 70 


= 
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Like Citron-waters. matrons c cheeks inflame, 5 N | 
Or change complexion at a lofing game ; "WY 5 
5 If e er with airy horns I planted heads, 

Or rumpled petticoats, or tumbled beds, I_ 


Or caus'd ſuſpicion when no ſoul was rule. 
Or diſcompos'd the head · dreſs of a prude, _— 
Or e er to coſtive lap dog gave diſeaſe, 75 8 


Which not the tears of brighteſt eyes could exſe; ; 
| 75 Hear me, and touch Belinda with chagrin, 
That ſingle al gives half the world the ſpleen. ; ie 
The Goddeſs with a diſcontented air 1 + 4 
Seems to reject him, tho be grants his pray r. a 7 
'A wond'rous bag with both ber hands ſhe binds, 
125 Like that where once Ulyſles held the winds ; 


T here ſhe collects the force of. female lungs, 18 4 ; 4 
5 on 2 . r and the war of tongues, 3 
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| A Soft lord, —— ati tears, 
B The Gnome rejofcinig bers Rer gifts aWway, | 
Spreads 1 | 
© Sunk in Thaleftris artis che nymph he Lund, 

: | Her eyes dejected und her Hair unbound. - 90 
| Full o'er their heads the Twelling bag be rent, 

Wl And all the'Fitties iſſu d at tlie vet. 
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Belinda burns with more that mortal ire, a 


Aud fierce Thafeſtris ſais che rib fire. 


O wretched Hat! the fpreat tier Harids,tndery'8'gs 


; {While Hamipton's belicts; 'Wretchea asd rep | 


Was it for this yo took ftich conſtant care 


Ihe bodkin, cotnb, intl effence to Prepare? . 


for this ybüt locks'in paper Aurance bound, 
For this With tort ring trors'Wreath'd around a 
For this With fillets ftraitrd your tender head ? 


1 And bravely ore the double ads of lead 2 


1 a. | 


L 8 - While > 


| -*M % % 
While the Tops enxyx; ang the Ladies flare! 
Honour forbid.! at whoſe uncivald ſhrine. . 1 At 
Eaſe; pleaſure, | virtue, all our ſex reſign. 
Methinks already L your, tears ſurvey, l 
Already hęar the horrid things the bs 
Already ſee you a degraded toaſt, Þ— 
And all your hongur in a-whiſper loſt ! 1 
How ſhall L, then, your helpleſs fame defend:?]. 7 
T will then be infamy to ſeem your friend! 
And ſhall this prize; tir inſtimable-prize, | 
Expos'd thro! gry ſtal to the gazing eyes, 
And heighten d by the diamondis cirgling, DOM 7 15 
On that rapacious hand for eyer blaze? 
Sooner ſhall graſs in Hyde rb gira gr. 
And wits take en in the L. of Boy: 


1 


Men, mopkers Fonda parrot enen, I 
She faid; chen raging io Sir Plume repairs, 8 


ache, ** Beau demand the en 4 W 93 


( 'S ) 1 W 
Gir Plume of amber tnuff box jufity vei n, af) See 
And the nice conduct of a clouded cane) 
With earneſt eyes, and round unthinking face, > 125 
- He firſt the ſnuff box open 'd, then the cafe, 
And thus broke out- M Lord, why, what the devil!) 
Y Z- ds damn the lock! fore Gad, you muſt be civil 8 
Plague on't ! 1 tis paſt a jeſt--nay prithee, pox! + 
*Give her the hair dhe ſpoke, and rapp'd his box. 
It grieves me much (reply'd the peer again) 131 


* Who ſpeats ſo well ſhould ever ſpeak i in vain, 


But by this Lock, this facred Lock 1 fwear, | 
(Which never more ſhall j join its parted hair; 
Which never more its honours ſhall renew, 135 
Clip'd from the lovely head where late it grew) 

That while my noſtrils draw the vital air, : 

This hand, which won it, ſhall for ever wear. 


Te ſpoke, and ſpeaking, in proud triumph ſpread 


The long-contended honours of her head. 145 


But Umbricl, hateful Gnome! forbears not ſo; 3 
VIE — He 


CE © i 
He breaks the Vial whence the ſorrows flow. 
Then fee ! the nymph in beauteous grief: appears, . | 
Her eyes half-languiſhing, half-drown'd in tears; 1 . 12 
| Oriher heav'd boſom hung her drooping head, 16 | 
| Which, with a ſigh, ſhe rais d; and thus ſhe ſaid. 
For ever curs d be this deteſted day, W reel 


Which ſnatchd my beſt, my fav'rite curl away ! 
Happy! ah ten times happy had 1 been, 


If Hampton · Court theſe eyes had never ſeenn 
Yet am not I the firſt miſtaken maid; 1 
By love of Cqurts to num'rous ills betray d, "17%. / 


Oh had I rather un-admir'd, remain'd 

In ſome lone iſle, or diſtant Northern land ; 134 

Where the gilt Chariot never marks the way, 1 55 ; 
Where none learn Ombre, none e er taſte Bohea! = 

There keep my charms conceal'd from mortal eye, 


Like roſes that in deſerts bloom and die. 


— 


What mov'd my mind with youthful Lordsto roam 2 
O had i ſtay'd, and ſaid wy pray 'rs at home ! 1 166 he, | 
„ Ty, 
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| And tempts, once more, thy facrilegious hands, 
oh hadi thou, cruel! been content to feize 175 
Hair leſs in ſight, or any bairs but theſe! 


2 3 tk 
Tas this, the morning omens ſoen d to tel, 
Thrice from my. tremblinghand the patch-box far; 3 
| The tott'ring China ſhook without a wind, = 30 
- May Pon fat mute, and ſhock was moſt unkind! ! 


. Sylph too warn'd me of the threats-of fate, 165 
Ia myſtic viſions, now behev'd-too late! 
See the poor remnants'of theſe flighted: nales 7 


My hands ſhall rend what ey'n thy rapine ſpares: 
Theſe m two fable ringlets taught to break, 

Once gave new beauties to the fnowy nech; 170 
The ſiſter-lock now fits uncouth, alone, 
And in its fellow's fate foreſees i its own ; 

Uncurl'di it hangs, the fatal ſheers demands, 
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gue laid: the pityang audience melt in toars, 8 
Bur fate and Jove hath ſtop'd the Barons ears. 


In vain Thaleſtris wich reproach aſſails. 3 8 


For who can move when fair Belinda fails? 


Not half ſo fix'd che Tiejan could remain, _ 


While Anna begg'd'and Dido rag d in vain. 
The grave Clariſſa graceful way'd: her fans 
Silence enkai'd; and thus the Nymph began. 

Say, why are Beauties prais d and honour d wol. 
The wiſe mans paſſion, and the vain'man's toaſt . 
Why dect'd with all that land and fea offord, 11 
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Why Angels call'd, and Angel like ador 4 2 
Wh round our coaches croudthe white Bora as Ws 
Why bows the ſide box from its inmoſt rows? 
How vain are all theſe glories, all our pains, 1 


Vnlels good ſenſe preſerve what beauty gains : bo 
That men may ſay, when wethe front box grace, 


— — " K TY 
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Behold the firſt in virtue as in face ? 

Oh ? if to dance all night, and dreſs all day, | 
Charm d the ſmall pox, or chas'd old age away; 20 - 
Who wouldnot ſcorn what houſewife s cares produce, IE; 
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| Or who would learn one earthly thing of uſe ; ; 

Io patch, nay ogle, might become a'Saint, 
t Nor could it ſure be ſuch a ſin to paint. 

But fince, alas! frail beauty muſt decay "5 
| Curl dor uncurld, ſince Locks will turn to grey, „ 
1 Since painted, or not painted, all ſhall fade, 
* | And ſhe who ſcorns a man, muſt die a maid ; 
| = What then remains but well our pow: to uſe, N Ns 
And en good: humour Rill whatc'er 1 we loſe? 24d 7% 


* 


730 


| Andaruft'm me, dear good. e can prevail, 


Beauties in vain their pretty eyes may roll; 


Charms ſtrike . wins the ſoul. ee” 


Beliuda frown'd, Thaleſtris call'd her prude. 


And all Olympus rings with loud alarms: 


\ 


To arms, to arms! the fierce Virago cries, 


— 


aw 


When airs, and flights, and ſcreams, and ſcolding fail. 


So ſpoke the dame, but no applauſe enſa'd 


And ſwift as lightning to the combat flies. 
All ſide in parties, and begin th attack; 


Fans clap, ſilks ruſsle, and tough waleboties crack ; 
Heroes and Heroines' ſhouts confus'dly riſe, | — ; 
And baſe and treble. voices flrike the flies. | 


No common weapons in their hands are ſound. 
Like Gods they fight, nor dread a mortal ou 


So when bold' Homer makes the Gods engage, 44 
And heav'nly breaſts with nnen paſſions roge 4 
»Gainſt Pallas, Mars ; - Latona, Hermes arms; 2 Z 


% 


" Jorebs thunder eam, heav'n trembles all around, 
Ty | Blue. 


ö . Gras dah. 


8 r e 
p Blue Neptune forms, the bellowing deeps e 1 

Earth ſhakes her nodding tow' rs, the n give 

{ 4 way, 5 55 | 1 IF 

And the pale ghoſis ſtart at the flaſh of FRE 
Triumphant Umbriel on a ſconce $-height 
1 Clap d his glad wings, and fate to view the fight: 


| [Prop d on their bodkin ſpears, the ſprites irrer 55 


'T he growing combat, or aſſiſt the fray. 

While thro' the preſs enrag'd Thaleſtris flies, + | 
And ſcatters death around from both her eyes, 3 1 
A Beau and Witling periſh'd in.the throng, | 


| One dy'd in metaphor, and onein ſong. 60 


* * — * * * 
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0 cruel nymph! a living death I bear, 
od Dapper wit, and ſunk beſide his chair. 


A. mournful glance Sir Fopling upwards caſt, 
„ Thoſe eyes are-made ſo killing . 


>» 


| Thus on Mæander s flow ry margin lies i | 65 
| K h' expiring Swan, and as he ſings he dies. 
_ When A Sir Plume had drawn Clariſſa down, 


— 


Chloe 


| Wi 43 * : Es 
| Chloe ſlepp'd i in, 2d kill'd him with a frown: 2 


She mil d to ſee the doughty hero ſlain, 3-7 


But at her ſmile, the Beau reviv d again, 928 70 
No Jove ſuſpends his golden ſcales i in air, 
Weighs the Men's wits againſt the Lady 8 hair; ; 
The doubtful beam long nods from fide to fide ! 
At length the wits mount up, the hairs ſubſide, ; 
See fierce Belinda on the Baron flies. 75 
With more than ufual lightning i in her eyes: : "mJ 
Nor fear'd the Chief th unequal fight to try, 
Who ſought no more than on his foe to die. 
But this bold lord with manly ſtrength endu'd, a 
She with one finger and a thumb ſubdu d: | 5 | 80 
Jul where the breath of life his noſtrils drew, ; ö - 
8 charge of muff the wily virgin threw ; e mn J 
The Gnomes dire, to ev'ry atom juſt, * I 
The pungent grains of titillating duſt. | | 
Sudden, with ſtarting tears each eye 0 flows, 25 
And che high dome re-cchoes to his pole. 


* * - 


"Now meet thy fate, Sera Belinda cry'd, 


| And drew a deadly bodkin from her fide. 


8; he ſame, his ancient perſonage to deck, 


Her great great grandfire wore about his neck, 


in three ſeal rings; which alter melted down, 


F orm d a vaſi buckle for his widow's gawn.:. 
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| | Her infant grandame' 8 whiſtle next it grew, 


The bells ſhe jingled, and the whiſtle blew ; 


| Then in a bodkin grac'd her mother s hairs, 


| Boaſt not my fall (he cry d / inſulting toe ! 


Thou by ſome ather ſhalt be laid as low. 


Nor think, to die de jects my lofty mind; 


All that I dread is leaving you behind! 


Rather than ſo, ah, let me ſtill ſurvive, 


3 And burn in Cupid's flames. but burn alive, | 


* 


- 
. 
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| | | Which lang ſhe wore, and now Belinda wears.) 


100 


Reſlore the Lock ! ! the cries; and all around 


Reſtore the Look! the vaulted roofs * 5 


* fierce Othello in io loud a Ain © 
\ | - Roar'd 


2 


n 
| Roard for the | kandlerchief that caur d bis pains 
But ſee how oft ambitious aims are croſs'd, 

And chiefs contend till all the prize is loſt! 
The Lock obtain d with guilt, and kept with pain, 


In ev'ry place. is fought, but ſought i in vain: 117 
With ſuch a prize no mortal muſt be bleſt, | 
So heav'n decrees ! | with heav'n who can contel of 
Some thought it mounted to the Lunar ſphere, 
Since all things loſt on earth are treaſur'd there, 
Thete Hero's wits are kept in pand'rous vaſes, '1t5 


And Beaux in ſauff: boxes and tweezer caſes. 

The broken yows, and death bed alms are found, 
And lovers hearts with ends of ribband bound, _ * 
The courtier's promiſes, and fick men's pray 78, 


The ſmiles of harlots, and the tears ofheirs, 12 

Cages for gnats, and chains to yoak a flea, - 
Dry dd butterflies, and tomes ofcaſuiſtry, | 

But truſt the Muſe---ſhe ſaw it upward riſe, 

Tho mar#d by none but quick, poetic eyes: 
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(8 Romes great (Garider to the heav ns withdrew,” 15 0 2 $ 
5 To Proculus alone confefs di in view) >. OTE 226. IP | 5 : 
Aſudden Star, it ſhot thro' liquid aitrf r 


5 And drew behind a radiant trail of hair. 
Not Berenices Locks firſt roſe ſo bright, 
The beav ns beſpangling with diſheveFd light, 130 


"4 
The Sylphs behold it kindling as it flies. x 
And pleas'd purſue i its progreſs thro the Kies. 2 


This the Beau monde ſhall from the Mall ſurvey, | 
And hail with muſic its propitious ray ; 
This the bleſt Lover ſhall for Venus take, | 135 
And ſend up vows from Rofamonda's lake ; 
This partridge ſoon ſhall view in cloudleſs ſkies. 


When next ho looks thro' Gllilzo'seyes ; - 
; And hence th egregious wizard ſhall foredoom, 
| The fate of Louis, and the fall of Rome. 140 
f Then ceaſe, bright Nymph ? to mourn thy raviſh'd 
Which adds new glory to the ſhining ſphere ! © 
| | | Not 


3 


SF +1 5 47 ) 
Not all the treſſes that fair head can boaſt, 
. Shall draw ſuch envy as the Locł you loſt. 
For after all the murders of you eye, FR 
When, aſter millions ſlain, yourſelf ſhall die ; 
When thoſe fair ſuns ſhall ſet, as ſet ter muſt, 
5 And all thoſe treſſes ſhall be laid in duſt, 
| This Lock, the Muſe ſhall conſecrate to fame, 
And > AA the * inſcribe Belinda name. 150 
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